Successful management of acute massive pulmonary embolism using Angiovac suction catheter technique in a hemodynamically unstable patient.
Massive pulmonary embolism with hemodynamic instability is a life-threatening condition requiring immediate treatment. Urgent thrombectomy or thrombolysis is commonly used for the treatment of this condition. However, surgery is associated with high mortality rate and many patients have contraindications to thrombolytic therapy and are at high risk for bleeding. Cather-based intervention has gained increasing popularity particularly in patients with contraindication to thrombolytic therapy or at high risk for surgical thrombectomy. Catheter-based thrombus removal can be achieved by many means such as suction, fragmentation, extraction or rheolytic thrombectomy. We present a case of an elderly lady who suffered from acute massive pulmonary embolism with hemodynamic compromise successfully treated with AngioVac catheter system (AngioDynamics, Albany, NY) with full recovery.